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SUBJECT: CAR PRESIDENT BOKASSA IN IVORY COAST 

1 . BOKASSA ARRIVED IN IVORY COAST NOVEMBER 7, FLYING 
DIRECTLY TO YAMOUSSOUKRO, PRESIDENT HOUPHOUET'S HOME 
TOWN. HE WAS MET PERSONALLY BY HOUPHOUET, AND RECEIVED 
CUSTOMARY WELCOME FROM CROWDS OF DANCERS, DRUMMERS, ETC. 
IN ARRIVAL AND PRESS STATEMENTS BOKASSA MADE MUCH OF 
"FAMILY" RELATIONSHIP WITH HOUPHOUET, WHOM HE CONSIDERED 
HIS "SPIRITUAL FATHER." BOKASSA SAID HE HAD BEEN UNABLE 
MAKE WHAT HE HOPED WOULD BE ANNUAL PILGRIMAGE 

LAST FEBRUARY, BECAUSE OF ASSASSINATION ATTEMPT. HE 
HAD COME TO IVORY COAST NOW TO THANK HOUPHOUET FOR HIS 
SUPPORT, TO COMFORT HIM AFTER THE SEVERAL PERSONAL 
LOSSES HE HAD SUFFERED (REFERRING TO DEATH OF HOUPHOUET'S 
SISTER-IN-LAW LAST AUGUST) AND TO SEEK GUIDANCE ON HOW 
BEST TO DISCHARGE HIS (BOKASSA'S) DUTIES AS HEAD OF 
STATE. 

2. PRESS COVERAGE HAS BEEN VERY HEAVY AND LAUDATORY 
BUT ON OCCASION ALMOST IRONIC. LIST OF BOKASSA'S 
DECORATIONS INCLUDE ORDER OF INTERNATIONAL CHEVALIERS 
OF PHILATELY. BOKASSA DESCRIBED AS ACTING AND SPEAKING 
LIKE A SOLDIER "BUT HOWEVER GREAT HIS DESIRE TO PTE, ASF, 

HE PREFERS TO BE OBEYED." "HIS BRUSQUENESS IS DE- 
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CONCERTING BUT HIS GENEROSITY OFTEN SHINES THROUGH." 
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IRONY IS NOT USUAL CHARACTERISTIC OF FRATERNITE MATIN, 

THE GOIC CONTROLLED DAILY, AND TREATMENT OF BOKASSA HAS 
AROUSED COMMENT, AS LEAST AMONG DIP CORPS. BOKASSA 
SCHEDULED RETURN TO CAR NOVEMBER 9. 

STEARNS 
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